
London Fire Brigade Headquarters
169 Union Street  London  SE1 0LL

T 020 8555 1200
london-fire.gov.uk

Freedom of Information request: Reference number FOI2026/00735

Date of request: 25th June 2026

Request:

This is a Freedom of Information request.

With reference to the following London Fire Brigade staff support groups: Asian 
Fire Service Association (LFB chapter); BAME Staff Group; and the Emerald 
Society (Irish heritage group).Please provide the following:

The total amount of public funding — including direct grants, budgetary 
allocations, use of London Fire Brigade premises or resources, staff time, 
administrative support, and any other financial contribution — provided to each 
of the above groups in each of the last three financial years, broken down by 
group and financial year.

Whether London Fire Brigade staff are permitted to carry out activities for any 
of the above groups during their normal contracted working hours and, if so, 
please provide a copy of any policy or guidance governing this arrangement, 
including any "protected time" or equivalent provision and its minimum 
duration.

The number of hours recorded, monitored, estimated or otherwise reported to 
the London Fire Brigade in relation to activities undertaken for each group 
during contracted working hours, broken down by group and financial year.

Response:

Further to your request, LFB HR was contacted for the information regarding 
LFB Support groups and public funding. The data requested is exempt from 
release under section 12 of the FOIA – exceeds cost limit. 

Under the Appropriate limit and Fees Regulations, public authorities are able to 
set cost thresholds as to the amount of time it would take to complete work to 
answer a request. Public authorities are able to re-fuse a request whereby 
providing a response would exceed the appropriate cost limit.

We are therefore applying exemption 12(1) to the first part of your request, 
which is for the total amount of funding for each support group or association. 
To look for the information you have requested would require a manual search 
as the data is not recorded centrally. The data that is available is located across 
LFB and some parts of the data is also not available. Therefore, there are no 
central records. 

It has been estimated that the cost of complying with your requests aggregated 
under the Fees 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/12


 

Regulations as explained above would exceed the appropriate limit and 
therefore under the terms of Section 12 of the Act, we are not obliged to comply 
as the appropriate limit to the London Fire Brigade is £450.00. This represents 
the estimated cost of one person spending time to determine whether the 
Department holds the information and thus, locating, retrieving, and extracting 
it. This is at a cost of an average of £25 per hour. We currently identify this 
would exceed the amount to check data for each support group and check data 
manually for each public funding amount over a three-year period. 

This response acts as a refusal notice under Section 12 (1) of the FOIA.

With regards to the policy for LFB staff, please see below for PN551 titled 
Outside employment policy. LFB staff are permitted to carry out activities for 
any of the above groups. Furthermore, we do not hold the information for 
tracking the number of hours, recorded, monitored, estimated or otherwise 
reported to LFB by each group as we do not collate this data.

We have dealt with your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
For more information about this process please see the guidance we publish 
about making a request on our website: https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-
us/transparency/request-information-from-us/

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/36/section/12
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


